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Young People Drivers of UN Sustainable Development Agenda

Interview with Cristina Gallach, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Communications and
Public Information

NEW YORK (IDN) - Representatives of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and
academia adopted a global education action

agenda affirming the importance of Sustainable Development Goal 4 – ensuring
inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong opportunities for
all – at the 66th United Nations Department of Public Information (DPI) / NGO
Conference that concluded on June 1, 2016 in Gyeongju, South Korea.

What has happened since? What role are youth groups playing in the second
year of implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) endorsed by
the international community in September 2015? Will there be a DPI / NGO
conference in 2017 despite a new Secretary-General and management team
taking office in January? What does it mean serving as Under-Secretary-General
for Communications and Public Information at the United Nations? (P42) HINDI |
JAPANESE TEXT VERSION PDF KOREAN TEXT VERSION PDF | CHINESE
TEXT VERSION PDF 
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Iceland Shares Land Restoration Expertise with the Needy

 By Lowana Veal

REYKJAVIK (IDN) – Back in 1907, at a time
in which Iceland was already faced with
severe land degradation problems caused
mainly by overgrazing and logging for
firewood, the Soil Conservation Service of

Iceland (SCSI) was set up as a governmental agency with the mission of
preventing soil erosion and reclaiming eroded land.

Much has been learned in the intervening years and keen to pass on its
expertise, SCSI – in collaboration with the Agricultural University of Iceland (AUI)
– is now running a United Nations University (UNU) training programme targeting
participants from developing countries. (P Extra) Japanese
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Tanzanian Schools Turn to Maximising Resource Use

By Kizito Makoye Shigela

DAR ES SALAAM (IDN) – The ringing of the
bell marks the end of lessons at Hekima
Primary School, and for 10-year-old Leila
Kitwana and her classmates it signals time
to tend the school’s vegetable gardens
where students take turns to water vertical
gardens through a drip irrigation system
using rainwater stored in giant tanks.

“We grow different types of vegetables, they
are an important part of our meal,” says Kitwana.

Until recently, most students at this school in the impoverished Tandale area of
Kinonodoni district in Dar es Salaam Region had spent more time looking for
water than attending lessons. “We had a borehole but the water there was too
salty to drink,” explains Kitwana. “We only used it for cleaning toilets.” (P Extra)
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2030 Agenda A Roadmap For Conflict Prevention

By Miroslav Jenča

Miroslav Jenča is UN Assistant Secretary-
General for Political Affairs. Following are
his keynote remarks originally delivered on
February 17, 2017 at a working luncheon at
the Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan to the
UN in New York under the title 'Political and
Economic Reforms: Steps in implementing

SDG 16'.

NEW YORK (IDN) - More than 150 world leaders came together in New York in
September 2015 and adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development –
a historic pledge to end poverty, hunger and inequality; take action on climate
change and the environment; ensure inclusive access to health and education;
promote sustainable economic growth for all; and build inclusive, just and
peaceful institutions and societies. As we survey the world today – inundated
with conflict, crisis and turmoil – delivering on the promises of the 2030 Agenda
has greater urgency than ever.


Read More


ASEAN Chairman Duterte Pushes For Migrant Protection Treaty

By Kalinga Seneviratne

BANGKOK (IDN) - Philippines President
Rodrigo Duterte has signaled his intention
to push harder for the adoption of a binding
regional treaty to protect the human rights of
migrant workers during his chairmanship of
ASEAN (Association of South east Asian
Nations) this year.

Though he is strongly supported by
Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo, human rights advocates in the region fear
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that ASEAN’s “consensus” based decision making process may hinder these
attempts because Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand may not agree to a binding
treaty to protect migrant workers in their countries.
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Amid Plenty, Billions Still Face Food Insecurity

By Phil Harris

ROME (IDN) – As wealth and well-being
continue their inexorable course towards
increasing concentration in the hands of
fewer and fewer, an estimated 795 million
people still suffer from hunger, and global
food security is threatened by climate
change and mounting pressure on natural
resources.

With the world’s population expected to rise to almost 10 billion people by 2050,
global demand for agricultural products will increase by 50 percent over present
levels, posing a serious question mark over the capacity of the world's agriculture
and food systems to sustainably meet the needs of this mushrooming global
population.
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Sustainable Tourism Can Make World Cleaner and Greener

By Taleb Rifai, Erik Solheim and Patricia
Espinosa

MADRID | NAIROBI | BONN (IDN-INPS) -
Whether it is a chic, zero-emission hotel in

Milan where toiletries are 99 per cent biodegradable, or Gaansbai in South
Africa, where conservation of native flora and fauna is a community-wide priority,
sustainable tourism is growing fast across the globe.

It is a tribute to the myriad entrepreneurs, companies, creative individuals and
communities that the United Nations is marking 2017 as the International Year of
Sustainable Tourism for Development.

This means that, throughout 2017, activities and initiatives across the spectrum
of those involved in tourism will celebrate its transformational power on our
global efforts to create a world that is cleaner and greener, more equal and more
inclusive.


Read More
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